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Background 
The Seventh Meeting of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (AGRI 7-2019) will be held 
in St. Petersburg, Russia on 19-20 March 2019 at the premises of the State Institute for Engineering and 
Environmental Problems in Agricultural Production - Branch of Federal State Budgetary Scientific Institution 
“Federal Scientific Agroengineering Center VIM”. 

The Meeting will be opened on Tuesday, 19 March, at 10:00 and is expected to terminate by 14:00 on 
Wednesday, 20 March.  

Documents for the Meeting will be made available in the AGRI 7-2019 Meeting Site in the HELCOM Meeting 
Portal. Please find here instructions for signing up as a first time user of the Meeting Portal. After sign up, the 
participants are kindly requested to sign in and to register to the Meeting by answering the Participation 
Survey not later than by 12 March 2019.  

The Secretariat kindly requests the Contracting Parties and Observers to observe the deadlines for 
submission of documents to a HELCOM meeting. The basic documents and documents requiring action or a 
decision to the Meeting should be submitted in electronic form to Professional Secretary Mr. Dmitry Frank-
Kamenetsky (Dmitry.Frank-Kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 26 February 2019. Bulky documents should include 
abstracts embodying the essence of the proposals and action requested from the meeting. Documents 
containing comments to the basic documents as well as information documents should be provided to the 
Secretariat by 12 March 2019. 

 
Provisional Annotated Agenda 
 

Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The Meeting is invited to adopt the Agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2 Election of Chair 

Heads of Delegation (HOD 54-2018) decided to prolong the mandate of the Agri group until 2022, to cover 
the period of updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

The Meeting is invited to elect a Chair and Vice-Chair(s) for the Group for a two-year period. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%207-2019-591/default.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/sign-in/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%207-2019-591/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%207-2019-591/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
mailto:Dmitry.Frank-Kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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Agenda Item 3 Matters arising from other HELCOM work of relevance for the Group 

The Meeting will be informed of the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings which are of relevance for the 
Agri group, in particular, meetings of HODs, PRESSURE, GEAR, etc. 

Agenda Item 4 Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

HOD 54-2018 Meeting agreed that the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) will be based on the 
existing expertise in the HELCOM working structure according to the mandates of the working groups and 
will be overseen by the Heads of Delegation. The Heads of Delegation also pointed out that the update of 
BSAP should be a priority for the HELCOM working groups and requested the HELCOM groups to plan their 
work accordingly. 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the ongoing HELCOM work to update the BSAP and, particularly, the 
adopted work plan for the BSAP update; the establishment of an ad hoc HELCOM Platform on sufficiency of 
measures (SOM Platform); and HELCOM ACTION project to evaluate and identify effective measures to reach 
good environmental status of the Baltic Sea (document to be submitted by the Secretariat). 

The Strategic Plan for the BSAP update requests working groups to identify the reasons for lagging behind 
with the implementation of BSAP, for both regional and national actions as the first step.  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the current state of implementation of national and regional actions 
related to the Agri group and propose how existing regional actions could be accomplished. The Meeting will 
also be invited to take note of clarifications required to finalize reporting on the implementation of actions 
from current BSAP and agree on the procedure to implement Action 6 of the group’s Work Plan, particularly, 
contribution to the BSAP update in coordination with other HELCOM projects and processes. 

The Meeting will be invited to discuss perspectives to accomplish the current BSAP by 2021, both for regional 
and national actions, and tools to support national implementation efforts.  

Agenda Item 5 Revision of part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention 

The Agri group agreed in the AGRI 6-2018 Meeting to form a drafting group to carry out the revision of the 
annex and share the work between four lead countries as follows:  

• Glossary of terms, Denmark;  
• Regulation 2 item 3 “Manure storage”, Poland;  
• Regulation 2 item 6 “Application of organic manures”, Germany;  
• Regulation 2 Item 7 “Application rates for nutrients” only starting from the sentence “The amount 

of livestock manure applied to the land each year…”, Poland;  
• New paragraph on nutrient recycling based on the outcome of MM 2018, Finland. 

The first drafts of Regulation 2 items 3, 6 and 7 and the new paragraph on nutrient recycling were discussed 
in drafting group meetings and in AGRI 6a-2018 Meeting on 8 November 2018.  

According to the timeline agreed by HOD 54-2018 Meeting, the Heads of Delegation are to discuss the first 
draft of the revised Annex in HOD 56-2019 in June 2019. 

Finland, Germany and Poland are invited to submit drafts of Regulation 2 items 3, 6 and 7 and the new 
paragraph on nutrient recycling taking into account comments from the drafting group and AGRI 6a-2018 
Meeting. 

Denmark is invited to submit the first draft of the glossary of terms. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss the draft paragraphs and agree on the submission of the first draft of the 
revised Annex to HOD 56-2019. 
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Agenda Item 6 Development of national guidelines or standards for nutrient content in manure and 
guidelines/recommendation for the use of national manure standards 

The 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting agreed to establish by 2016 national guidelines or standards for 
nutrient content in manure and develop by 2018 guidelines/recommendation on the use of such standards.  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information on the status of the project “Advanced manure 
standards for sustainable nutrient management and reduced emissions” (Manure Standards). The Agri group 
has agreed that the Group will provide the link between the scientific results of the project and the 
authorities and policy makers. This will ensure sustainability of the project and utilization of the project 
results for enhancing sustainable nutrient management in the agricultural practices in the region (Outcome 
of AGRI 3-2016, para 3.12). 

AGRI 6-2018 Meeting supported in general a draft HELCOM Recommendation on the use of national manure 
standards and invited the Manure Standard project to develop it further.  

The Meeting is invited to consider the new draft Recommendation which has been further developed based 
on feedback given in the Manure Standards Policy Workshop on 6 November 2018 in Poland and the results 
of the Manure Standards project. 

Agenda Item 7 Nutrient recycling 

HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 committed to elaborating by 2020 a Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling 
Strategy that aims for reduced nutrient inputs to and eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. The strategy will be 
established with a step-by-step approach and it will propose a common vision and objectives for nutrient 
recycling. The Ministerial Meeting further decided to develop, as a follow-up to the Strategy, possible 
nutrient recycling measures to be included in the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021. 

The Agri group is leading the elaborating of the strategy in cooperation with Pressure Working Group. AGRI 
6-2018 Meeting agreed to establish a drafting group led by Finland, consisting of Contracting Parties and 
Observers to support the work.  

The HELCOM Workshop on regional nutrient recycling strategy was organized by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development of Poland and HELCOM in cooperation with the European Union Strategy for the 
Baltic Sea Region Policy Area Nutri on 7 November 2018 in Warsaw, Poland. The workshop discussed a draft 
vision and suggested possible objectives for the strategy. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss the draft vision and objectives for the Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling 
Strategy. The Meeting is invited to agree to organize a workshop on nutrient recycling measures in autumn 
2019. 

The Meeting is invited to take note that the project “Sustainable manure and nutrient management for 
reduction of nutrient loss in the Baltic Sea Region” (SuMaNu) has received co-financing in the Interreg Baltic 
Sea Region project platform call. 

European Union is invited to inform of the findings of a project on utilization of processed manure in the 
nitrates vulnerable zones. 

AGRI 4-2017 initiated compilation of information on the nutrient flows and potential of their reuse in the 
Baltic Sea region. The information collected was discussed in AGRI 5-2017 and AGRI 6-2018. Contracting 
Parties were invited to submit available information on nutrient flows. 

In relation to collecting information on nutrient flows, Pressure Group agreed to start reporting on the use 
of sewage sludge in the region stipulated by HELCOM Recommendation 38/1 on sewage sludge handling. 
PRESSURE 7-2017 approved extended reporting format for the first round of reporting which is to be done in 
2019 utilizing data 2018. The reporting includes information the volumes of produced sewage sludge, content 
of nutrients, processing and utilization. The reporting does not foresee subdivision of the information per 
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national administrative unite but only national summary reporting except countries which are partly located 
within the BS catchment area. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss the information compiled and agree on the further collection of the 
information on nutrient flows its analysis to be used as a background information for the nutrient recycling 
strategy. 

The  2013  HELCOM  Ministerial  Meeting agreed to  promote  and  advance  towards  applying  by  2018  at 
the latest  annual  nutrient  accounting  at farm  level  taking  into  account  soil  and  climate  conditions  
giving  the possibility to reach nutrient balanced fertilization and reduce nutrient losses at regional level in 
the countries. 

AGRI 6-2018 suggested to to update the report “Status of nutrient bookkeeping in the Baltic Sea countries” 
published by German Environment Agency and HELCOM in 2015. The Contracting Parties were invited to 
review national sections in the report and submit updated information to AGRI 7-2019.  

The Contracting Parties are invited to inform of the progress in implementing farm level nutrient accounting 
and discuss progress in promotion of nutrient bookkeeping achieved since 2014 and consequently the 
magnitude of the report update.  The Meeting is also invited to discuss regional and national instruments to 
facilitate implementation of the MD 2013 commitment e.g. guidelines, recommendations, roadmaps.  

 

Agenda Item 8 Transfer of knowledge and technology and exchange of good examples 

8.1 Innovative water management 

The Meeting is invited to take note that projects “Water driven rural development in the Baltic Sea Region” 
(WATERDRIVE), which was presented in AGRI 5-2017 Meeting, and “Development of sustainable peatland 
management by re-wetting and paludiculture for nutrient retention in the Neman river catchment” (DESIRE), 
which was presented in AGRI 6-2018 Meeting, have both received financing from Interreg Baltic Sea Region 
Programme. 

HELCOM Ministerial Declaration 2018 committed to engage with the relevant river basin authorities to better 
align national and international nutrient reduction requirements of the BSAP. HOD 54-2018 Meeting 
welcomed the idea to organize a workshop with River Basin Management Authorities on nutrient reduction 
targets in spring 2019. The following issues are to be addressed at the workshop: 

- harmonization of approaches to set environmental targets for rivers and marine ecosystem; 

- elaboration of consolidated suggestion for the method to set the targets; 

- evaluation of sufficiency of measures included into the river basin management plans to achieve the 
proposed targets. 

The Meeting will be invited to take note of the provisional programme of the workshop and discuss potential 
agriculture related issue which might be included into the workshop’s programme.  

8.2 Best available technology in animal farming 

The Agri group acknowledged in AGRI 5-2017 that countries have different views of the BAT and BEP for 
cattle farms but agreed on the need for further dialogue on the matter. AGRI 6-2018 agreed to organize a 
workshop on BAT and BEP for cattle in 2019. The Meeting is invited to discuss organizing the workshop on 
BAT and BEP for cattle. 

8.3 National measures to mitigate atmospheric emissions from agriculture 

According to the EMEP assessment of emissions of nitrogen in the region and its deposition on the Baltic Sea 
water area, proportion of nitrogen emissions from agriculture has increased, and the Agri group 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Status%20of%20nutrient%20bookkeeping%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20countries.pdf
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acknowledged in AGRI 5-2017 that some countries are at risk to exceed national ammonia emission ceilings 
of the NEC directive. The group agreed that the terminology and definitions used in the HELCOM 
Recommendation 24/3 “Measures aimed at the reduction of emissions and discharges from agriculture”, 
adopted in 2003, are unclear and do not correspond to the current state of knowledge and legal 
requirements. The Meeting agreed that the Recommendation 24/3 is outdated and requires revision. 

The Agri group decided in AGRI 6-2018 Meeting that an overview of the ongoing activities to mitigate 
ammonia emissions in the countries will be made as a first step of the revision. The Meeting is invited to take 
note of the overview and use it as appropriate for planning the revision of Recommendation 24/3. 

Agenda Item 9 Future work 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the Work Plan for Agri group 2018-2019 approved by HOD 54-2018 
Meeting. 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the date and venue of the next meeting(s) of the Group. Contracting 
Parties are invited to consider hosting next meeting(s). According to the Terms of Reference, the Agri group 
will meet once per year/three times per two years taking into account any window of opportunities for 
contributing to or interacting with other processes. 

Agenda Item 10 Any other business 

The Contracting Parties and Observers are invited to check the list of official contacts for the Agri group and 
to nominate members to the Group if needed. 

The Meeting might wish to discuss any other issues relevant for the work of the Group. 

Agenda Item 11 Outcome of the Meeting 

The Meeting will be provided with a draft Outcome of the Meeting for adoption. The final Outcome, 
incorporating corrections by the Meeting, will be prepared by the Secretariat in consultation with the Chair 
of the Meeting and made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Agri%20group/Agri%20group%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
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